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For Immediate Release – Monday, April 20, 2009 
 

 
PUBLIC MEETING SCHEDULED FOR THORN RUN INTERCHANGE PROJECT 

 
 

MOON TOWNSHIP, PA. – The Moon Transportation Authority, in cooperation with the 

PA Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration, will conduct a public 

meeting for the Thorn Run Interchange Project.  The meeting will take place on Thursday April 

30, 2009 at the Moon Township Municipal Building, 1000 Beaver Grade Road, Moon Township, 

PA. Sign-in for the meeting will begin at 4:00 PM with a short presentation at 4:30PM followed 

by breakout group discussions on the studied alternatives.  The presentation will be repeated at 

6:00 PM with the meeting adjourning at 7:00 PM. 

The public meeting is intended to present the purpose and need for upgrading the Thorn 

Run Interchange, present several studied alternatives, present the preferred alternative, and 

gather feedback from the community and local businesses. The project is located at the 

Business Route 60 and existing Thorn Run Interchange. The project limits will include Thorn 

Run Road and Thorn Run Road Extension, Business Route 60 northbound on and off ramps, 

Business Route 60 southbound on and off ramps, Cliff Mine Road, Coraopolis Heights Road, 

Cherrington Parkway, and Rouser Road. An Alternatives Analysis Report was completed as 

well as a scoping field view with PENNDOT representatives.  

The Moon Transportation Authority has selected L. Robert Kimball & Associates 

(Kimball) as the consultant to perform the alternatives analysis, preliminary engineering and 

final design services for the Thorn Run Interchange Project. Kimball will be present at the public 

meeting to give an overall presentation, present the studied alternatives and the preferred 

alternative, answer any questions, and gather input concerning the proposed transportation 

alternatives.  

 



PUBLIC NOTICE 
MOON TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 

 
 

The Moon Transportation Authority, in cooperation with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation and Federal Highway Administration, will hold a 
public meeting on Thursday, April 30, 2009 starting at 4:00 p.m. in the Moon 
Township Municipal Building, 1000 Beaver Grade Road, Moon Township, PA 
15108.  This public meeting will be open until 7:00p.m. and presentations will be at 
4:30p.m. and 6:00p.m. 
 
The purpose of this meeting is to present the purpose and need for upgrading the 
Thorn Run Interchange, present several studied alternatives, present the preferred 
alternative, and gather feedback from the community and local businesses. The 
project is located at the existing Thorn Run Interchange along Business Route 60. 
The project limits will include Thorn Run Road and Thorn Run Road Extension, 
Business Route 60 northbound on and off ramps, Business Route 60 southbound on 
and off ramps, Cliff Mine Road, Coraopolis Heights Road, Cherrington Parkway, 
and Rouser Road. An Alternatives Analysis Report was completed as well as a 
scoping field view with PENNDOT representatives 
 
Anyone with an interest in this matter is urged to attend.  
 
 
     MOON TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
        Adam J. McGurk 
        Executive Director 
 
 
Proof of Publication:  Two Times –  April 16, 2009 
      April 23, 2009 
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April 21, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear  
 
The Moon Transportation Authority, in cooperation with the PA Department of Transportation and the 
Federal Highway Administration, will conduct a public meeting for the Thorn Run Interchange 
Improvements.  The meeting will take place on Thursday April 30, 2009 at the Moon Township 
Municipal Building at 1000 Beaver Grade Road in Moon Township, PA. Sign-in for the meeting will 
begin at 4:00 P.M. with a short presentation by the project engineer at 4:30 P.M. followed by breakout 
group discussions on the studied alternatives.  The presentation will be repeated at 6:00 P.M. with the 
meeting adjourning at 7:00 P.M.  
 
The purpose of this meeting is to present the purpose and need for upgrading the Thorn Run Interchange, 
present several studied alternatives, present the preferred alternative, and gather feedback from the 
community and local businesses. The project is located at the existing Thorn Run Interchange along 
Business Route 60. The project limits will include Thorn Run Road and Thorn Run Road Extension, 
Business Route 60 northbound on and off ramps, Business Route 60 southbound on and off ramps, Cliff 
Mine Road, Coraopolis Heights Road, Cherrington Parkway, and Rouser Road. An Alternatives Analysis 
Report was completed as well as a scoping field view with PENNDOT representatives 
 
The Moon Transportation Authority has selected L. Robert Kimball & Associates (Kimball) as the 
consultant to perform engineering and design services for the Thorn Run Interchange Improvements. 
Kimball will be present at the public meeting to give an overall presentation, present the scope of work, 
answer any questions, and gather input concerning the proposed transportation alternatives.  
  
If you require more information on this project or have any questions pertaining to this meeting, please 
contact me at (412) 262-1700. 
     
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Adam McGurk, AICP 
Executive Director 
Moon Transportation Authority 
1000 Beaver Grade Road 
Moon Township, PA 15108 
 
 
cc: Circulation Copy 
 



 

  

Upgrading the interchange in Moon proposed 
By Sandra Fischione Donovan 
FOR THE TRIBUNE-REVIEW 
Thursday, April 30, 2009  

Dottie Suess calls the Thorn Run interchange in Moon "a mess." 

As office manager for dentist Dr. Timothy Dornin in the nearby Airport 
Professional Office Park, Suess regularly hears complaints from patients about 
the Business Route 60 interchange. 

"They say they have to wait in traffic too long," she said. Patients who live 
outside Moon "really don't expect it; they get caught in traffic and they're late."  

For the past several years, the Moon Transportation Authority, which built the 
interchange, has pushed for improvements that could make traveling the area 
safer and more convenient. 

The authority will discuss upgrading the interchange at 4:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
today at the Moon Municipal Building. 

Authority consultant L. Robert Kimball & Associates will present alternatives to 
the interchange, including the preferred alternative. Kimball will gather ideas 
from those attending in group meetings. 

The area at issue includes the interchange, Thorn Run Road, Thorn Run Road 
Extension, the Business 60 on- and offramps, Cliff Mine Road, Coraopolis 
Heights Road, Cherrington Parkway and Rouser Road. 

One of the most significant changes -- included in the preferred alternative -- 
would be a new exit ramp off the northbound Business 60 lanes. Motorists 
travel under the overpass to the 911th Airlift Wing base to access the ramp; the 
new ramp would be located before the overpass. Motorists would instead exit 
onto Cherrington Parkway near the Courtyard by Marriott.  

Another important addition would be construction of four traffic lights. Stop 
signs instead of traffic lights now control traffic at the interchange. 

Adam McGurk, the authority's executive director, wanted to install traffic signals 
when the interchange was built in the late 1980s under the state's Local 
Interchange Revitalization Tax Act. The LERTA arrangement diverted township, 
Moon Area School District and Allegheny County taxes on property 
improvements in the area surrounding the interchange to pay off construction 
bonds. But at the time, PennDOT officials said the traffic did not warrant 
signals. 
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Authority president Mark Scappe, a school district appointee to the board, said 
the authority expected $1.2 million in federal funding last year, but the money 
fell through. He said he is hopeful the project can move forward under a new 
federal budget. 

McGurk said the authority plans to contribute 25 percent, or about $1.2 million, 
of the estimated $4.8 million cost. It already has $895,000 in federal funding 
and is requesting $2.26 million more through Rep. Tim Murphy, R-Upper St. 
Clair. PennDOT still must approve the project. 

"It's well overdue for Moon residents," Scappe said. "With the many backups on 
Route 60 and the safety hazards, it's going to be a well-needed improvement. 
It's a nightmare out there in the morning and the evening." 

 
Images and text copyright © 2009 by The Tribune-Review Publishing Co. 

Reproduction or reuse prohibited without written consent from PghTrib.com 
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Thorn Run
Interchange Improvements



Project Location

Business Route 
60

Thorn Run Road 
Extension

Lindbergh 
Drive

Defense 
Avenue

Cherrington 
Parkway

Coraopolis 
Heights Road

Rouser Road

Airport Office 
Park



Project Limits

Thorn Run Road Extension

Business Route 60 Northbound & 
Southbound On/Off Ramps

Coraopolis Heights Road / Cliff Mine Road

Rouser Road

Cherrington Parkway



Project Timeline

1991:  Thorn Run Interchange opens
1998:  Interchange was improved
2002:  Mackin Engineering Company prepares                 

-2004     Feasibility Study recommend alternative
2007:  RFP for preliminary engineering / final design
2008:  Kimball selected, updates Mackin’s study, 

prepares new  alternatives
2008:  Kimball meets with PENNDOT four (4) times to     

-2009 review alternatives, and prepare Needs Study 
April 2009:  MTA prefers Alternative #6
April 8, 2009:  Scoping Field View with PENNDOT



Purpose and Need

Alleviate the significant delay and 
congestion experienced at the current 
interchange, as well as the adjacent 
roadways, and to improve the resulting 
undesirable safety conditions.



Summary of Project Needs

Projected population and employment growth 
in Moon Township

Proposed new developments

Current and future Level of Service (LOS) F 
conditions

Current and future queue lengths exceeding 
available storage

Crash rates above state average



Scope of Work

Evaluate several alternatives for the 
Thorn Run Interchange and surrounding 
study area intersections that meets 
project needs
Establish a preferred alternative for the 
Interchange that all agencies, 
stakeholders, and general public agree 
upon



Alternative Analysis

Preferred Alternative is based on:
Agency Direction
Traffic Analysis (LOS and Queuing)
Property/Right-of-Way Impacts
Environmental Impacts
Utilities/Lighting Impacts
Construction Costs $$$
B/C Ratio



Project Matrix



LOS Definitions
LOS A

LOS B

LOS C

LOS D

LOS E

LOS F



Queuing Definition

http://wfrc.org/cms/image_library/ImageLibrary/Traffic Congestion/2/lg/Traffic_Congestion_-_Salt_Lake_City__2_.htm


Existing / No Build 
Conditions



Existing Conditions / No Improvements



2031 No Build Peak Hour Volumes



2031 No Build Queue Lengths



Alternatives



Alternative #1A – Signals Only



2031 Alt #1A – Signals Only




